
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo, again on the right track 
The 01 Concept makes through the day with no issues.  

 
 
Wadi Ad Dawasir, 11th January 2022. Oscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo once again enjoyed a 
normal day, after yesterday's accident. Not only had they left a long time, but they came to 
the bivouac very late and with the 01 Concept number 249 badly damaged. But the entire 
Astara Team got down to business and returned the car to its original condition after 
spending the night repairing it. This made it possible to complete the loop around Wadi Ad 
Dawasir without greater difficulties than those derived from having to overtake many 
participants in a stage where there was a lot of dust. 
 
Oscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo occupy the thirty-fourth position in the overall standings of 
the car category in the Dakar Rally after the ninth stage of the race, which ended this 
afternoon at Wadi Ad Dawasir. Starting back in the starting order, as a result of the 
accumulated delay yesterday, Óscar Fuertes took things with the logical caution, on the 
one hand to final check that the deep repair of the car had been completely satisfactory 
and on the other because leaving so far behind you would have to overtake many cars and 
trucks. And doing it in conditions of very precarious visibility due to the dense dust left by 
its predecessors was not going to be a mission exactly without risk. 
 
Today's first positive reading is the excellent work done in a mechanical intervention of 
such depth, because the 01 Concept not only did not give the slightest problem, but, in the 
words of Óscar Fuertes, “it behaved as if this was its first rally ever”. The other is that, 
despite the large number of cars and trucks that had to be passed during the special stage, 
Fuertes and Vallejo fared well, without navigation mistakes or significant loss of time, 
completing the section without major stress. 
 
At the end of the day, Óscar Fuertes was relieved: “Above all we are especially happy today 
for having been able to resume the rally and do it with the car in one piece, because the 
whole team has done a spectacular job. It was great to get up this morning and see that, 
after a whole night of work and effort on everyone's part, the car was flawless. Obviously, 
what happened yesterday forced us to start very late in the starting order, which forced us 
to overtake fifty or sixty participants and we couldn't do much more. But the truth is that 
yesterday we made a mistake and it was something that could not be solved in one day. 
Tomorrow we will be positioned a little better in the starting order and I am sure we will do 
better”. 
 
Tomorrow the ninth stage of the rally will be held, between Wadi Al Dawasir and Bisha with 
a 375 km special against the clock and some long connecting sections, with a total of 759 
km. 
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