
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Óscar Fuertes ups the pace and survives the complex navigation 
The Astara Team climbs two more positions in the overall classification 

 
 
Riad, 6th January 2022. Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo continue to progress in this 2022 
Dakar Rally. Their good performance on yesterday's very long day continued today and, in a 
section of maximum complexity in terms of navigation, they once again got a brilliant time, 
which allows them to climb two more positions on the overall classification. The top 20 is 
closer one day before reaching the rest day. 
 
Three Kings morning is probably one of the most beautiful days of the year. If things have 
been done well, the illusion of the night before usually results in pleasant surprises when 
you wake up. And this is exactly what happened to Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo in the 
fifth stage of the Dakar Rally, held in a loop in the area of Riyadh, with another very long 
special and again complicated in terms of navigation. 
 
After the in-depth revision of the 01 Concept # 249 by the SMC Motorsport staff last night, 
Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo set off at a good pace from the start of the special stage, 
running on the same pace of the best drivers of the international scene of the off road 
rallies. And not because of taking big risks, but in large part also because of Diego Vallejo's 
excellent contribution from the seat on the right, decisive in the most complex points of 
the special. 
 
The result of all this was gaining another two places in the overall classification of the race, 
where Fuertes and Vallejo are already in 26th place, showing signs of having perfectly 
tuned into the ideal competition pace and inviting to dream in the eve of the second and 
decisive week of the 2022 Dakar Rally. 
 
At the end of the day Óscar Fuertes was very satisfied: “Today's stage has gone fantastically 
well and I think days like today have to be enjoyed because in a race like this when you do 
well, you have to keep it for yourself. It was a special stage where there was a bit of 
everything, with a lot of stones, and where navigation was nothing short of impossible, 
especially in the final kilometers. I think Diego has done a fantastic job today, because it 
was very, very difficult to find the right track and to be honest, he was brilliant. The 01 
Concept has also been magnificent both in terms of performance and reliability. It gives 
you tremendous confidence. Thanks to the team, which is doing a spectacular job, we start  
every day as if we had a new car and the truth is that I can't ask for more”. 
 
Tomorrow the competitors will face the sixth stage of the rally, again a loop in the 
surroundings of Riyadh, with the 348 km long special stage that the bikes will run 
separately (they did also today), 348 km long. 
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