
 

 

The Astara Team is born: Jesús Calleja 
and Óscar Fuertes to compete in the 
Dakar with the lowest carbon footprint 

• The team will face the Dakar Rally with a lightweight car powered by e-fuel, a synthetic, 
ecological and carbon-neutral fuel. 

• The experienced crews Jesús Calleja-Edu Blanco and Óscar Fuertes-Diego Vallejo will compete 
behind the wheel of the 01 Concept, a T1.3 category prototype with 283 kW of power. 

• The 01 Concept stands out as the lightest car in its category and is capable of delivering 3,870 
kWh of energy within its e-fuel tanks. At the end of the competition, a complete report of the 
carbon footprint generated will be available. 

Madrid, 19th November 2021. The Astara Team, a race team created to make history in the Dakar Rally, 
has been launched in Madrid with the aim of proving that it is possible to offer the most efficient, 
intelligent and sustainable mobility solution possible for anyone and on any terrain. That means creating 
a winning formula in a sustainable way, using the least amount of resources and generating the smallest 
carbon footprint in the history of the rally. 

After an in-depth analysis of the technical options available and the requirements of the Dakar, the team 
has opted for the best possible solution: racing with a lightweight car powered by a synthetic fuel called e-
fuel. This ecological fuel is carbon neutral, since the CO2 it launches to the air during its combustion phase 
is the same that has been extracted from the atmosphere during the production process. In addition, it 
does not emit solid waste or microparticles. 

The experienced crews Jesús Calleja-Edu Blanco and Óscar Fuertes-Diego Vallejo will compete at the 
wheel of two 01 Concept integrated in the T1.3 category (two-wheel-drive buggy). It is a very fast and 
efficient car to tackle a challenge like the Dakar Rally, in which the power and a good range are required 
for the long and deman6ding stages. 

The 01 Concept stands out for being the lightest car in its category. On top of that, the e-fuel is the way to 
carry energy that takes less size and weight. Thanks to this, it is capable of taking 3,870 kWh of energy 
with its full e-fuel tanks, which only weigh around 400 kilos. A set of batteries with a similar energy 
storage capacity would weigh more than 22 tons (with an energy density of 0.17 kWh per kilo). 

"This is my fifth Dakar, but this year makes me especially excited because we are starting nearly from 
scratch," said Jesús Calleja, who also thinks that "we have a new concept of vehicle that is much more 
sustainable because it uses e-FUEL fuel with a low carbon footprint. You have to bet on change in order 
to move forward. " 

Edu Blanco, his co-driver, added: “I'm excited about this Dakar because we are going with e-FUEL, the 
best solution we have been able to find to be sustainable. If we do what we know we are capable of, 
which is to have fun, we can end up in a good position. " 



 

 

Óscar Fuertes said: “We started a new adventure in the Dakar and we do it with great enthusiasm. Our 
main objective is to show that we have the best possible solution to race in the Dakar in a sustainable 
way. We know that we are competitive and that we can fight for a good final result ”. 

His co-driver, Diego Vallejo, added: “I am very excited to return to the Dakar alongside Óscar and to start 
this new project together. This race is always a huge challenge, but we are prepared to overcome it with 
success”. 

The 2022 Dakar Rally will start on January 1 in Ha’il (Saudi Arabia) with the prologue special stage and the 
ceremonial start. The next day the real action will begin, with the first of the fourteen stages of a challenge 
that will end on January 14 in Jeddah, on the shores of the Red Sea. 

 

More information: www.astarateam.com  
 
Follow us on social media 
Facebook @AstaraTeam 
Instagram @AstaraTeam 
Twitter @AstaraTeam 
 

Media contact: astarateam@boosters.es 
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