
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Óscar Fuertes brilliantly passes the longest special stage of the rally 
The Astara Team and its 01 Concept reach Riad 

 
 
Riad, 5 de enero de 2022. Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo successfully completed the fourth 
special stage of the 2022 Rally Dakar, the longest of this year's edition. The 01 Concept driven by 
the Fuertes worked like clockwork today, with total reliability and at a good pace, climbing two 
places in the overall classification and with the middle part of the race one step away. On his part, 
Jesús Calleja decided today not to continue competing. 
 
Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo continue to accumulate kilometers in the Dakar Rally and 
today they completed a very positive day for the Astara Team. It was also the longest special of 
the entire race, with 465 kilometers, which it was vital to overcome with the mechanics intact to 
get to the rest day to do an in-depth review of the car and take breath to face a second week 
career that is exciting. 
 
Today's special stage was really difficult navigation wise. There were many tracks and it was not 
easy to find the right one. Running at such a high pace, it was specially difficult to find the right 
path. The excellent performance of Óscar Fuertes at the wheel of the 01 Concept powered by e-fuel 
was the ideal complement in the accurate navigation of Diego Vallejo, which translated into a 
good time at the finish line of the timed special. Fuertes-Vallejo marked the 28th absolute time, 
which allowed them to climb a couple of positions in the overall classification, where they are 
already in that same position. 
 
Satisfied with the good performance today, Óscar Fuertes declared at the finish line that “Coming 
out of the top thirty on the special stage has been like competing in a different rally, because the 
surface is much less damaged and things are easier. I think we had a very good special stage 
and Diego was phenomenal navigating, because it was really difficult. The only scare we had 
was towards the end of the special stage, in an area where there was a river and where a series 
of people who were there told us that it was possible to pass without problems. We tried and 
ended up with half the car submerged. We were able to continue without problems, but loosing 
some time there”. 
 
On his side, Jesús Calleja started this morning ready to enjoy yesterday´s good feelings, but after 
stopping to replace the alternator belt and successfully complete the operation, he decided not 
to continue in the race. 
 
Tomorrow the Dakar Rally will resume with the fifth competitive day, with a loop starting and 
ending in Riyadh, with a 346 km special stage that the motorbikes will not compete, this time they 
will compete in a different section. 
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