
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo suffer a severe accident but 
manage to finish the stage 
The 01 Concept of the Astara Team is still in the race  

 
Wadi Al Dawasir, January 10th 2022. The Dakar is not only the toughest and most 
demanding race in the world. It is a challenge for machines, for teams, for people ... Only 
those who are willing to face problems and overcome obstacles deserve to be called 
Dakarian. Today the entire Astara Team has shown that they have earned the Dakar's 
respect in their own right. 
 
At 11:01 local time, the 01 Concept of the Astara Team started the eighth stage in the hope of 
making up for yesterday's stage, which was not as positive as the team expected. After 
passing the first way point without problems, things got considerably complicated when 
going over a very high dune. Oscar himself commented that “just after kilometer 120 we 
went over a very high dune; on the way down, the sand was very soft, the car got stuck 
and we first turned the nose and then several more turns sideways " 
 
The result was a badly dented body and some damage to the suspension. After barely 
getting out of the car, Óscar and Diego got down to work to assess the situation, try to 
repair the car with the tools available on board and continue. After almost two hours of 
work in a very difficult location -on slope and with very soft sand- the 01 Concept number 
249 restarted its way towards the finish line located in Wadi Al Dawasir, where Óscar and 
Diego arrived 4 hours and ten minutes behind the winner of the stage. We could say that 
in a disappointing 64th position, losing many places in the general standings and most of 
our hopes of shining in the Dakar 2022 spoiled. But there is something more important: we 
are proud to have managed to finish this stage and we will continue to the end to show 
that it is possible to compete at the highest level in the toughest and most demanding 
race in the world while leaving a zero carbon footprint. 
 
At the time of this writing, the entire Astara Team, with the help of SMC Motorsport, was 
repairing the car to try to be at the start of the ninth stage, which takes place tomorrow, 
January 11, starting and finishing in Wadi Al Dawasir: 287 km against the clock and 491 km 
of link. There will be mountains, tracks that wind through canyons and less sand than in 
previous days, but navigation will continue to be essential. 
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