
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strong start for the Astara Team in the Rally Dakar 2022 
Both 01 Concept complete the first special stage troublefree 

Hail, January 1st, 2022. Óscar Fuertes-Diego Vallejo and Jesús Calleja-Edu Blanco 
completed the 19 km against the clock of the first special stage of the 2022 Dakar Rally 
brilliantly at the wheel of their 01 Concept. It was all about starting off the race in the 
shortest stage programmed in this edition, which will establish the starting order for the 
first "real" stage of the race. 

 
Depart from Jeddah. The entire Astara Team left Jeddah yesterday afternoon to set up a 
base camp in the surroundings of the first special stage of the race, located 200 
kilometers from the city where the organization has carried out all the procedures prior 
to the start. All the team members welcomed together the New Year and gave the final 
touches to both 01 Concept powered by e-fuel, to get them ready to face the first special 
stage and to begin to discover a test that will take them to complete more than 8,000 
kilometers throughout Saudi Arabia. 
 
The menu for today was a special stage completely made of sand, with some dunes and 
several areas filled with stones that they had to take with a cautious approach in order to 
avoid trouble It was really the last opportunity to test the cars before tackling specials of 
more than three hundred kilometers every day over the next two weeks. Apart from that it 
served to establish the starting order of the second special stage, that will be run tomorrow. 
 
Óscar Fuertes-Diego Vallejo started off at a good pace and, after completing the special 
stage without any problem, finished 26th on the overall classification, enjoying the 
competitivity of their 01 Concept powered by e-fuel. Fuertes was happy on the SS finish line: 
“Everything run perfectly and the 01 Concept was very strong on the sand. We found some 
soft sand areas as we had to start a bit down in the order, what slowed us down a bit, 
because the traction there was far from perfect for us. But we are happy. The rally started 
well for us and our feeling is very good”. 

 
Calleja, at a good pace. The feeling was also very good for Jesús Calleja-Edu Blanco, who 
started on the special stage several cars behind Fuertes-Vallejo: “We really enjoyed this first 
special stage of the Dakar 2022”, said Calleja, “because the 01 Concept performs 
wonderfully on sand. We overtook three cars that started before us. It was a shame that we 
had some glitches on the organization’s navigation system, which distracted us a bit, 
because I think we would have even managed to get a slightly better time on the stage. 
But in general we are happy”. Calleja set the 35th fastest time overall. 
 
Tomorrow the competitors face a loop leg, starting and finishing in Hail, in the northeast of 
the country. On the day’s menu there is a special stage of 334 km against the clock, where 
the organizers have already anticipated that sand and navigation will have a very 
prominent role.  
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