
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another difficult day for the Astara Team 
Both 01 Concept remain on the fight in spite of difficulties 

 
 
Al-Qaisumah, January 3rd 2022.  The Dakar remains faithful to its philosophy and from the 
early stages it is putting all the teams to the limit: The Astara Team is not being an 
exception, but we are here to show what we are and what we can do, and that we are 
going to be the team with the lowest carbon footprint of the entire competition thanks to 
the two 01 Concept powered by e-fuel. 
 
Even before the start of today’s leg there were last minute modifications. The heavy rains 
and storms yesterday caused flooding at the Al Artawiyah bivouac, the destination point 
scheduled for the end of the second stage, so the Dakar organization moved the arrival to 
the next bivouac, the one located in Al Qaisumah and was forced to cancel the first half of 
the marathon stage. 
 
The 338 kilometers of today's special stage, starting in Hail and finishing near Riyad, were 
an in-line stage with a more or less flat profile but with sand and dunes for almost 90 
percent of the route and gravel for the rest. All this seasoned with a surface almost 
completely wet. 
 
The road book problems on yesterday's stage caused the Astara Team’s 01 Concept to start 
in the back of the starting order, so it was time to try to go up on very complicated terrain, 
especially aggravated by the passing of the trucks. The 01 Concept #249, driven by Óscar 
Fuertes and Diego Vallejo, not only had to face the special with more traffic and dust than 
would be desirable; In addition, Óscar felt unwell practically from the middle of the route 
and with great difficulty the crew managed to reach the finish line in the 39th place, which 
places Óscar and Diego in 34th position overall. 
 
Despite the multiple difficulties Óscar and Diego managed to complete the stage. It was 
far worse for Jesús Calleja and Edu Blanco. After reaching the bivouac very late at night 
yesterday and with some 16 hours of delay due to technical problems suffered in the Hail 
loop, 01 Concept number 256 started this morning shortly after 12:30 (local time) and 
quickly began to climb positions in spite of the traffic and the terrain’s own difficulties. 
Jesús and Edu were riding at a fast and constant pace until they suffered an off past way 
point 5 of the special. At first, retirement was considered as the only alternative but both 
the crew and all the technical staff of SMC Motorsport decided to remain faithful to the 
spirit of the Dakar and also of the Astara Team, so tomorrow they will be back on the start 
line ready for anything. 
 
The third stage will be a marathon and in it, no one will be allowed to receive service from 
their teams at the end of the day's special stage. That means they will have to rebuild their 
cars with their own embarked hardware to undertake the next special stage. There will be 
381 km of road section and 255 of special stage against the clock with departure and arrival 
in Al Qaisumah. In the first part there will be a lot of sand and the second should be faster 
but the organization warns that the continuous crossings of tracks can cause navigation 
mistakes. 
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