
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Óscar Fuertes saves the stage despite two early punctures 
Navigation and 01 Concept´s reliability have been decisive 

 
 
Ad Dawadimi, 9 de enero de 2022. One of the most popular sentences often heard in the 
Dakar Rally bivouac is that all drivers end up having a bad day. No matter how well things 
go, that the car holds up, that no glaring mistakes are made when it comes to navigation, 
there is always a day with a marked negative tone. Until now, the work of Óscar Fuertes 
and Diego Vallejo had been brilliant. Today, however, the double puncture at the start of 
the special stage forced them to ride the rest of the stage with the utmost caution because 
they had no more spare parts and a new puncture would lead to serious problems. They 
solved the situation with courage and little time lost. 
 
Leaving Riyadh at dawn heading south towards Ad Dawadimi, the morale of the entire 
Astara team was on a high. First Spaniards in the car category and enjoying a trouble free 
Dakar was an ideal situation. So Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo started off with the firm 
determination to defend what they had won so far and, starting from twenty-fourth place, 
to see if they could continue progressing in the overall classification. 
 
But suddenly the plans had to change, because of a puncture at kilometer 10, in an area full 
of stones, caused the right rear tyre to be knocked out. The crew stopped to replace it and 
shortly after, bad luck caused it to get a new puncture… on the wheel just changed! Since 
only two replacement tyres are carried on the car, the strategy could no longer continue to 
be that of the beginning. 
 
From then on, Fuertes and Vallejo adopted a very cautious pace, taking extreme care, of 
course, in the field of navigation, because in this matter today's special was far from easy. 
No problem there and neither in the 01 Concept, which again showed signs of a bullet 
proof strength and completed the stage without the slightest issue. 
 
Everything ended with a time that was clearly slower than what the potential of the car and 
the drivers could predict, which automatically meant that Óscar Fuertes and Diego Vallejo 
lost three positions in the overall classification. Therefore: negative day, yes; but if that is all 
that would have to happen, it is taken for granted. 
 
What happened didn’t affect Óscar Fuertes's positive mood when he arrived at the bivouac: 
“The Dakar always puts you in your place and today, doing a football simile, we were left 
with nine in the fifth minute, because at the start of the special stage in an area of stones 
we have punctured twice and we have run out of spare tyres for the rest of the stage. That 
forced us to do 300 kilometers very carefully, because if we punctured one more tyre, that 
would have meant that we were out. So today I played from the beginning a cool head 
and minimize the damage. In any case, I am happy because we have passed the stage, 
the car has behaved phenomenally and Diego has been very good againt with the 
navigation. The rally is very long and these are things that happen from time to time. 
Today we have lost some time and hopefully tomorrow we will win it.” 
 
Tomorrow the eighth stage of the rally will take the teams from Ad Dawadimi to Wadi Al 
Dawasir, with a special stage of 395 km against the clock and an additional 435 km of road 
liasion. 
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