
 

 

Two Astara 01 Concept on their way to 
the Dakar Rally 2022 

• The two prototypes of the Astara Team embarked in Marseille (France) heading to Jeddah 
(Saudi Arabia). 

• Drivers, co-drivers and mechanics will reunite again with the 01 Concept in the end of 
December. 

• The race will start in Jeddah on January 1st, with twelve special stages and 4,258 km against 
the clock. The winner will cross the finish line in Jeddah on January 14th. 

Madrid, 2nd December 2021. The start of the 2022 Dakar Rally is just around the corner and most of the 
competitor’s vehicles have headed to Saudi Arabia, the country that for the third consecutive year hosts 
the race in its entirety. The transport of the cars, trucks and motorcycles is carried out on the ship that 
these days has been receiving the competitors at the MED EUROPE terminal in the port of Marseille 
(France). 

The two Astara 01 Concept, shortly after being presented to the media on November 19th and a 
shakedown session in Madrid, were conducted by road to Marseille along with a team’s truck that will 
move from bivouac to bivouac with tools, spare parts and everything the team may need to compete. 

After the technical stewards checked that the weight and dimensions of the cars coincided with those 
indicated in the registration and after checking that the entire boarding procedures (documentation, 
starting instructions, registration fees ...) were in order, the two 01 Concept began the 4,000-kilometer 
journey by sea. 

Óscar Fuertes, Diego Vallejo, Jesús Calleja, Edu Blanco and their ‘team manager’ and mechanics will meet 
again with their 01 Concepts next December 27th and 28th in Jeddah. The technical and administrative 
scrutineering will take place on the same place, before the adventure begins on Saturday, January 1st, 
with a prologue stage of no less than 636 kilometers, of which 19 km will be run against the clock, and 
which will make the first classification of the rally. 

Gonzalo de Andrés, operations director of the Astara Team, assured: “The shipping in Marseille is, in reality, 
the beginning of the Dakar Rally for us. We can no longer do tests with the chassis we will running. The 
next time we see the cars will be in Saudi Arabia with only a few days to go against the stopwatch… it is 
the first step to show that we have the best possible solution to run the Dakar! " 

More than 4,000 kilometers in 12 special stages  

The Dakar Rally organization has already presented the route that the 430 vehicles entered in the 
competition will face from January 1. The start of the prologue special stage will take place in Jeddah, but 
the 'real' start will be in Ha'il the following day. More than 8,000 kilometers await the competitors from 
there, of which 4,300 will be run against the clock. 

 



 

 

The 44th edition of the toughest rally in the world promises a lot of sand, amazing landscapes and placed 
barely explored by the human being – not to say by powerful competition vehicles-, as well as the usual 
difficulties faced by those who dare to take the start of this race: long stages with up to 465 kilometers of 
distance, challenging navigation and two marathon stages, in which the cars will not have access to 
technical service from the teams’ crews, and which will take place on the second and third day of the race. 

 

More information: www.astarateam.com  
 
Follow us on social media 
Facebook @AstaraTeam 
Instagram @AstaraTeam 
Twitter @AstaraTeam 
 

Media contact: astarateam@boosters.es 
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